
 

 
#21909 

June 29, 2022 
 
Town of Wenham 
Planning Board 
138 Main Street 
Wenham, MA  01984 
 
RE: Mass Audubon Cedar Pond Wildlife Sanctuary 

125 Cherry Street Wenham, MA 
 
Dear Planning Board Members, 
 
On behalf of the Massachusetts Audubon Society, we are pleased to submit a Site Plan of Land for the site 
referenced above. This Plan is to supplement the filing currently before the Board. The Site Plan proposes a 
new crushed stone parking lot that will accommodate twelve parking spaces. 
 
Proposed improvements are in support of the Town of Wenham Open Space and Recreation Plan of April 
2019. Said plan recommended to “enhance existing recreation trail networks.” Including to “improve parking 
areas at Mass Audubon Cedar Pond Wildlife Sanctuary and J.C. Phillips, if feasible. Otherwise, post signage at 
trailheads indicating that parking is permitted for trail users.” 
 
We have reviewed the existing drainage on this site specific to the area of the new parking lot. We have found 
that the area on this property that is to accommodate the parking lot, drains overland into a naturally occurring 
low area to the south of the parking lot. Further we have determined that all drainage for this portion of the 
property flows into this low area and is contained on the property. We have defined this as a “Naturally 
Occurring Infiltration Area” on the plan. We have performed soil testing in this location and have found the soils 
to be loamy sand with seasonal high ground water at depths of slightly greater than four feet. Based on this we 
have determined that stormwater flowing into this naturally occurring low area infiltrates into the ground within 
several hours of even the largest anticipated storm events and that no stormwater from this low area will flow 
off of the property. Finally, it is my professional opinion that the “Naturally Occurring Infiltration Area” has 
sufficient capacity to accommodate the installation of the gravel parking lot and that there will be no 
measurable changes to the hydrology of this area. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
HANCOCK ASSOCIATES on behalf of Massachusetts Audubon Society, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
Charles E. Wear, III, P.E. 
Engineering Manager/Senior Project Manager 
 
 


